
SPED 5353 EI Int. Sp. Populations (B-8) 

 
[Early Intervention Strategies for Specific Special Populations: 0-8] 
 

UCatalog Description: 

This course focuses on intervention techniques and strategies for children from birth 
to eight years of age who have disabilities or who are at risk of having 
developmental delays. Evidence-based strategies, ecological and family approaches, 
cultural and linguistic practices are introduced, as well as disability definitions, 
assessment practices, and practical methods for providing interventions to support 
the development and learning of infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and primary age 
students in special education and inclusive settings. 
 

 

Syllabus Description: Early intervention strategies for special disabled populations covers the 

professional knowledge and skill competencies professionals must have to promote optimal 

development in children with special needs from birth through eight years of age. Evidence-

based strategies, ecological and family approaches, cultural and linguistic practices are 

introduced, as well as disability definitions, child characteristics, assessment practices, and 

practical methods for providing interventions to support the development and learning of 

infants, toddlers, preschoolers and primary age students in special education and inclusive 

settings. 

USpecification of Course Goals and Objectives  

A. Students in this course will demonstrate knowledge of Public Law IDEA     
B. Students in this course will demonstrate knowledge of the history, rationale, and 

efficacy of early intervention as well as techniques and strategies for each specific 
disability.       

C. Students in this course will demonstrate knowledge of typical and atypical 
development in cognitive, communication, social, motor, and adaptive behavior. 

D. Students will demonstrate knowledge of best practices in early    
intervention including:  Evidence-based strategies, ecological and family approaches, 

cultural and linguistic practices are introduced, as well as disability definitions, child 

characteristics, assessment practices, and practical methods for providing 

interventions to support the development and learning of infants toddlers and 

preschoolers and primary age students in special education and inclusive settings. 

E. Students will demonstrate ability to compose and compile a glossary of early 
intervention terms appropriate for parents of an at-risk child. 



F. Students will demonstrate ability to compile and evaluate appropriate and relevant 
scholarly literature in the field of early intervention. 

 
Special Education Standards  
Standard 1.  Understands & applies knowledge of the philosophical, historical, & legal 
foundations of special education. (This course will focus on the early childhood special 
education field). 
Standard 3.  Knows how to communicate & collaborate effectively in a variety of 
professional settings.  (This course will focus on: effective communication and 
collaboration with professionals, families/caregivers, and other individuals within the 
school and community; and assisting families/caregivers to use appropriate resources 
and to address their concerns and priorities for their child). 
Standard 4.  Understands & applies knowledge of the characteristics & needs of 
students with disabilities.  (This course will focus on the developmental processes across 
domains such as cognition, communication, motor, and behavior). 
Standard 5.  Understands formal and informal assessment procedures and knows how 
to evaluate student competencies to make instructional decisions.  (This course focuses 
on: the federal law’s requirements for referral, assessment, qualification, and program 
development; ethical concerns related to assessment of young children; methods of 
monitoring daily progress of young children; the relationship of assessment and 
instruction and how evaluation data leads you to the development of a child’s program). 
Standard 6.  Understands & applies knowledge of procedures for planning instruction 
and managing teaching and learning environments.  (This course will focus on: 
appropriate behavior management techniques for young children; the impact of the 
environment on learning and behavior; using the child’s IFSP or IEP outcomes/objectives 
to plan intervention for the child). 
Standard 7.  Understands & applies knowledge of issues & procedures for teaching 
appropriate student behavior and social skills.  (This course will focus on teaching 
appropriate techniques for behavior management with an understanding of how our 
adult behaviors may positively or negatively influence the behavior of the young child). 
Standard 9.  Understands & applies knowledge of transition issues & procedures across 
the lifespan.  (This course will focus on:  the federal laws pertaining to transition plans 
for young children from the infant/toddler program to the preschool program; how to 
plan, facilitate & implement transition activities as documented in the IFSP; and how to 
assist families/caregivers with the transition period). 
Standard 10.  Promotes students’ academic performance in all content areas by 
facilitating their achievement in a variety of settings & situation.  (This course will focus 
on:  instructional techniques for developing skills in the major domain areas; using 
assessment results to help design, monitor & modify instruction; techniques for 
motivating children; and the impact of language development on domain areas). 
Standard 11.  Promotes students’ in English language arts and reading.  (This course will 
focus on the developmental process of communication and pre-literacy skills). 
Standard 12.  Promotes students’ performance in mathematics.  (This course will focus 
on developmental mathematical skills and concepts). 



URequired TextbookU:  

Raver, Sharon A. (2009). Early Childhood Special Education-0 to 8 Years Strategies for 

Positive Outcomes. New Jersey: Pearson. 

UOther Course Optional Readings U:    

Copple, C., & Bredekamp, S. (2009). Developmentally appropriate practice in early childhood 

programs serving children from birth though age 8. Washington, DC: National 

Association for the Education of Young Children. 

Division for Early Childhood (2014). DEC recommended practices in early intervention/early 

childhood special education 2014. Retrieved from http://www.dec-

sped.org/recommendedpractices.  

Snyder, P. A., Rakap, S., Hemmeter, M. L., McLaughlin, T. W., Sandall, S., & McLean, M. E. 

(2015). Naturalistic instructional approaches in early learning. Journal of Early 

Intervention, 37(1), 69-97.  

Other readings as identified in the Discussion Review of Literature area. 

UAttendance Policy 

To be successful in this course, class functionality, assignments and activities rely heavily on 
your early understanding of expectations. You are also responsible for doing all assignments 
and reading the online material and your text book every week. Please check course 
announcements and “Ask Me” to keep abreast of any questions or changes in course content. 

UDeadline Policy U 
All on-line assignments are due by the deadline date and time. Please ensure that you carefully 
read all instructions for each assignment, particularly the due dates and times. Reading 
instructions is your responsibility and you should not assume due dates or times. By turning in 
an assignment at the last minute, you risk losing credit due to the computer’s slow processing 
time. 

Lessons that are e-mailed cannot be graded within the system; therefore, e-mailed lessons 
cannot be accepted without permission. 

Cheating/Plagiarism 

Cheating is unethical and not acceptable. Plagiarism is using information or original wording in a 
paper without giving credit to the source of that information or wording; it is also not 
acceptable. Do not submit work under your name that you did not do yourself. You may not 
submit work for this class that you did for another class. If you are found to be cheating or 



plagiarizing, you will be subject to disciplinary action, per UTEP catalog policy. Refer to 
Uwww.utep.edu/dos/ U for further information. 

In addition, you may also see the Regent Rules and Regulations. 

Students with Disabilities 
If you have or believe you have a disability; you may wish to identify yourself. You can do this 
by contacting the Disabled Student Services Office (DSSO) to show documentation of a disability 
or to register for testing and services. Students who have been designated as disabled must 
reactivate their standing with the DSSO yearly. If you feel that you may have a disability 
requiring accommodations and/or modifications, contact DSSO at 915-747-5148. You also can 
visit the DSSO website at www.utep.edu/dsso or the DSSO office in Room 108 East Union 
Building. 

Required Software and E-mail 

E-mail account: If you don't have a UTEP e-mail account, GET ONE IMMEDIATELY. Contact the 
UTEP help desk for assistance.  

Software Requirements 

You will need the following software to efficiently work in this course. All the needed programs 
are free downloads and can be downloaded from the URL's I have provided here. In some 
cases, the computer you are currently using may have some or all of these programs already 
installed. 

The following are a set of URLs’ to assist you in downloading the most current version of this or 
other updated software you may need: 

Adobe Acrobat Reader. You can get the program by going to www.adobe.com and then clicking 
on the icon on the left side of the screen which says "Get Adobe Reader". Follow instructions to 
install the reader. 

Macromedia Flash Player. You can get the player by going to www.adobe.com and then clicking 
on "Download Flash Player". Follow instructions to install the player. 

Apple QuickTime Player. You can get this player by going to www.apple.com. Once there, click 
on the "QuickTime" tab on the top of the page and then click on "QuickTime Player FREE 
premier multimedia player, and follow instructions. 

Microsoft Office. I recommend buying this if you do not have any word processing software or 
presentation software. I recommend it purely because it is inexpensive in the bookstore.  

Being Successful in an Online Course 

http://admin.utep.edu/Default.aspx?PageContentID=2084&tabid=30292
http://www.utsystem.edu/bor/rules/
http://www.utep.edu/dsso/
http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.adobe.com/
http://www.apple.com/


Online learning is not a spectator sport. It is everyone's responsibility to participate as fully as 
they can so everyone can get the most from the experience. Here are some simple rules to 
follow to ensure your participation and engagement in the learning process: 

 Ask questions: If you don't know the answer, please ask and I or someone else will share 
it with you. The ASK-ME area of the discussion board is the forum for asking questions 
related to content OR any problems you are having. Make sure that you have clearly 
indicated the subject of your question or message. 

 Reach out to others: Offer a fact, article, link or other items that can help others learn 
something you share. 

 Be appropriate: The online classroom is not the place for insulting or insensitive 
comments, attacks, or venting.  

 Be diplomatic: When sending messages on emotionally charged topics, make sure you 
write the message and then walk away for at least an hour before re-reading the 
message and then sending it. Re-reading emotionally charged messages ensures that 
they are constructive instead of destructive. Think of the person receiving the message. 

 Stay focused: Stay on topic to increase the efficiency of your learning. 
 Students often like to converse socially. To do this, you are strongly encouraged to go to 

my online area for great discussions, Rosa's Cantina, and socialize with your classmates 
online. While this is not a graded area, please remember, I occasionally do drop in there 
and socialize with you. 

Time Management 

The rule of thumb for time planning for a course is approximately 3 hours for every credit hour 
taken. This is a standard figure recommended across the board by American universities. So, for 
this course you should expect to spend  

3 hours of class time + 9 hours of study and prep time = 12 hours per week. 

Course Grading 

The following 100 points may be earned by completing the activities below. 

Observation is required as an activity to pass this course P/F 

Focus Questions for Review and Reflection from your Raver textbook 

Points (4.3) per unit (7 units) turned in to Assignments the last week of 
class 

30 

Discussion of Literature Review-Posted each week in Discussion and 
finally posted in Assignments at the end of semester  30 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 * Be aware of the last day to drop with a "W". 

Course Schedule and Grading Changes 
The course instructor reserves the right to adjust the course syllabus or change assignments as 
needed. I will be sure to give you plenty of notice prior to any changes. Remember that our 
course syllabus and class schedule are living documents and can change to clarify or further 
learning! 

Some Course Resources 

"Ask Me" 
Do you have general or specific questions about the class activities? "Ask Me" is the perfect 
place to ask. I will answer all questions in this discussion area so that the class can see and 
benefit from the brave students who are willing to ask. Believe me; your classmates will thank 
you for helping us clear up something that needed further direction. Remember, there is no 
such thing as a stupid question. ALL questions are SMART and necessary questions!  

"Rosa's Cantina" 
Are you familiar with the song about El Paso by Marty Robbins? One of the lyrics goes, "Night 
time would find me in Rosa's Cantina"... Since this class originates in El Paso, I hereby declare 
Rosa's Cantina open for online business in this course. Rosa's Cantina is a place where students 
can go to talk--about anything. Since the discussion sections are dedicated to assignments, you 
all need a place to go to visit with each other about anything you like or don't like about life, 
learning, or your current activity. Feel free to make friends and bring up what's on your mind in 
Rosa's Cantina. I'll visit there too, because sometimes I need to take a break. I'm sure that you 
could use a break, as well. 

 

Points (4.3) per unit (7 units) turned in to Assignments the last week of 
class 

Parental Personal Glossary -- points per unit (7 units) of weekly word 
discussion postings appropriate for parents from your Raver textbook 

Points (4.3) per unit (7 units)  

Posted in discussion and finally summarized and turned in to 
Assignments the last week of class 

30 

  

Final-Observation Personal-reflection 10 

Total 100 



Description of Activities that make up Weekly Lessons 

Activity One: Read the weekly online preview and text material for the week. 
Each week we will study chapters in our textbook. I have also included optional Resources if you 
want further information. First, you might want to preview the background material that 
summarizes the week's study. When you are finished reading the text chapters, you are ready 
for Activity Two. 

Activity Two: Assignment based on end-of-chapter questions 

At the end of each text chapter, there are three questions there are questions about the 

chapter for you to answer and turn in as a weekly assignment. Go to the end of your chapters 

and find the weekly assignment questions. Answer them clearly and concisely with all questions 

and parts labeled for easy recognition. If I am unable to find your work due to disorganization 

or failure to number or label, it will not receive very much credit.  

Activity Three: Discussion 

(1) Journal Article or Website 
 
Each week every student will find and provide access to (copy, web link, etc.) a journal 
article or website that is related to your textbook chapters for the week to share with 
the class. The journal article must be related to any of the chapter topics for the week. 
You must introduce your article with a short paragraph summary of what it contains or 
what your fellow students should look for of value in the article. You must also label the 
article appropriately (APA style) for professionals in the field or for parents of at-risk 
children. At the end of the semester, you will compile all of your articles and turn them 
in for a grade. You may also comment on others articles in the discussion or ask 
questions about them to the student who posted the article. The other students will be 
asking questions and commenting on the articles that you posted as well. If someone 
has already posted an article, you must find another so that we don't have repetitions in 
our class review of literature collection. Go to Discussion and find the Weekly 
Discussion. When the article discussions have been posted, please respond to one other 
person's shared article or research contribution in the appropriate topic area of the 
Discussion section. If another learner has already commented on a post, please choose a 
different student who has not received comments for comment or question. 

 

(2)  Parental Glossary   

This activity is designed to help parents of at-risk children gain technical and practical 
understanding of concepts presented in the text. This is a way to develop a teaching resource 
and gain understanding of abstract concepts. There are many abstract concepts and jargon 
associated with teaching or working in this field. This project will help you understand those 
terms and become more comfortable using them with parents. You are or will be working with 



parents who have just discovered or been told that their child has some of the conditions 
described by the new vocabulary in the chapters. Please construct a dictionary or list of terms 
for new parents who are confronted with this situation. Be sure to include positive 
interventionist vocabulary as well as just descriptions of doom. If you are fortunate enough to 
be fluent in Spanish, this exercise can be done in Spanish for Spanish-speaking parents. If you 
are a fluent speaker of another language aside from English or Spanish, please consider using 
your language and your culture when describing the terms in the chapters. Be sure to address 
cultural issues gently and respectfully. The finished product should be something that you will 
use and give to parents after this class is over. 

Specific directions for this activity: you will choose terms from the text and develop your own 
parental glossary. It is a good idea to choose terms that are difficult for most people — by the 
end of this project, you will have developed something to help the parents of special children. 
You may develop your own list of 21 terms. For each term, do these three things: (1) locate and 
simplify the text definition, (2) put that definition in words parents will understand, and (3) 
generate an example or personal story related to what the term means. Posted in Discussion 
weekly (three terms) and finally summarized in Assignments the last week of class. 

(3) Opinion-sharing Class Discussion 

This space contains questions about ECI that allow you to opine. You can state your opinion or just go to 

this discussion to read the thoughts of others. This is not graded. It is for you. 

 

Message Guidelines 

In posting messages to the online discussion activities, please follow these guidelines: 

1. Post your initial message as early in the week as possible so people will have time to 
read and respond to your contribution. Post additional messages throughout the week 
that are either new contributions or replies to someone else.  

2. Keep your messages concise and clearly written. Most ideas can be stated in a couple of 
paragraphs, although sometimes a longer message may be needed to develop your 
thoughts adequately. Keep in mind that people are more apt to read and digest shorter 
messages than long ones.  

3. Be respectful of other's ideas, opinions, and beliefs. It's fine to disagree with someone, 
but please respect their right to think differently.  

4. A message that demonstrates substance contributes to the understanding and 
application of ideas by doing one or more of the following:  

o Reflection about meaning: Describe thoughtfully what something means or new 
insights provided, or raise a question as a seed for clarification or further 
discussion.  



o Analysis: Discuss relevant themes, concepts, main ideas, components, or 
relationships among ideas. Or, identify hidden assumptions or fallacies in 
reasoning.  

o Elaboration: Build on ideas of others or ideas found in the readings by adding 
details, examples, a different viewpoint, or other relevant information.  

o Application: Provide examples of how principles or concepts can be applied to 
actual situations, or discuss the implications of theory for practice.  

o Synthesis: Integrate multiple views to provide a summary, a new perspective, or 
a creative refashioning of ideas.  

o Evaluation: Assess the accuracy, reasonableness, or quality of ideas.  
5. Avoid using all caps. IT SEEMS LIKE SHOUTING!  
6. Maintain the privacy of participants, including privacy of comments made during 

electronic conversation that is to be shared only with those participating in the course.  
7. Abide by Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act rules which find academic 

information is confidential and forbids disclosure of academic information without the 
participant's consent.  

8. Use emoticons (smileys) if you wish to convey emotion, especially if you want people to 
know that you are using humor or joking:  

:-) happy, humorous 
:-( unhappy 
:-O shocked 
;-) winking 
:-} wry, ironic  

What Should You Expect from Me as The Instructor? 

1. I will provide you clear instructions on class expectations.  
2. I will check my e-mail at least three times per week and will answer back to you as soon 

as possible.  
3. If it is possible and within reason, I will return phone calls related to class activities in a 

timely manner. You will have my cell number. 
4. I will provide graded feedback on your performance in a timely manner.  
5. I will keep you informed about your graded progress in the class at all times, and will 

make time to discuss your needs.  
6. I will leave myself open to suggestions about improvement of the class and class related 

activities.  
7. I will do all I can to ensure your learning and success in this class.  

Calendar 

Focus Area Topic Activities Week / Due Date 



 Reading  Weekly Activities All Activities: Open 
Monday-End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Week One 
 
Part I Raver (Chapters 1, 3, 4) 
Introduction to Online Learning; 
 
Class Policies 
 
Foundations of Early Childhood 
Special Intervention/Education 
Programs Ages 0-8 
 
 
Reading 1 Resources Optional 
 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 
preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

2.  End-of-chapter 
questions 
Assignment from 
Raver 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 
if you have time 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday – Try to finish 
reading by 
Wednesday  
 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Week Two 
Chapters 8 and 9 Raver 
Infants, Toddlers, Preschoolers 
Emotional or Behavioral Disorders 
 
Reading 2 Resources Optional 
 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 
preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

2.  End-of-chapter 
questions 
Assignment from 
Raver 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 
if you have time 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday -End 
Wednesday day  
 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 



Week Three  
Chapters 2 and 10 Raver 
Cultural/Linguistic Diversity and 
Multiple Disabilities 
 
Reading 3 Resources Optional 
 
 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 
preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

2.  End-of-chapter 
questions 
Assignment from 
Raver 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 
if you have time 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday -End 
Wednesday day  
 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Week Four  
 
Parents/Families of Young Special 
Needs Children 
 
Reading 4 Resources -Please Read-
No questions to answer 
 
Observation and/or Parent 
Interview 0-3 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 
preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

2.  Time for 
Observation 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 
if you have time 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday -End 
Wednesday day  
 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: Begin 
Monday -End Fri. 
Noon 
 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Week Five  
Raver Chapters 5 and 6 
Developing and Emerging Cognitive 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday -End 
Wednesday day  



and Language/Learning Disabilities 
 
Resources Readings 5 and 6 
Optional 
 
 

preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

2.  End-of-chapter 
questions 
Assignment from 
Raver 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 

if you have time 

 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Week Six 
Chapters 11 and 12 Raver 
Sensory Techniques for 0-3 Special 
Needs 
 
Resources Readings 7, Chapter 8 
Optional 
 
 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 
preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

2.  End-of-chapter 
questions 
Assignment from 
Raver 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 

if you have time 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday -End 
Wednesday day  
 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Week Seven 
Chapter 7 Raver 
Physical Intervention for 0-3 Special 
Needs  
Resources Reading 9 Optional 
 

1. Read weekly 
Introduction and 
preview and 
chapter(s) 
 

Activity 1: Begin 
Monday -End 
Wednesday day  
 
Activity 2: Begin 
Monday - End Sunday 



Summary Final Journal Articles 
Research 
 
Summary Parental Vocabulary 
 
Final Observation Personal-
reflection 
 

2.  End-of-chapter 
questions 
Assignment from 
Raver 
 

3.  Discussion 
Literature activity 
from Raver topics 

4. Parental Glossary 
 

5. Optional Discussion 

if you have time 

at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 3: Post by 
Thursday - End 
Sunday at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 4: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 
 
Activity 5: Begin 
Monday -End Sunday 
at 11:59 PM 

Final Observation Personal-
reflection 

Please fill out the course evaluation as soon as 
possible... It has been my pleasure to have you in 
this online class 

 

 

 

 


